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       WELCOME TO TEACHING
Dear Colleague

Congratulations on joining the teaching profession.  I urge you to now take the next step and join your colleagues as a member of the Independent Education Union.

During this first week of school, members in Catholic schools throughout NSW will meet to discuss progress on our wages and conditions claim for teachers.

This campaign for improved salaries and conditions for the teaching profession has been run in a difficult economic and political environment and although the salaries outcome for State teachers is known, this is NOT finalised for teachers in Catholic schools. A full settlement cannot be achieved without a resolution to aspects of our claim for upgraded conditions particularly in areas relating to release from face to face teaching and for planning, preparation and consultation time.

In the past decades, your colleagues have made significant and successful efforts to improve and strengthen the working conditions for teachers and to enhance their rights at work.  Behind every positive working condition there is a story and that story inevitably involves a struggle where teachers and their union collectively campaigned for a better deal.
Your local IEU representative (the chapter rep) will give you a brochure outlining some of the professional development assistance the union provides for its members who are New Scheme Teachers. Already we have assured your right to release time to assist with the accreditation process.
To date, it is your colleagues who have shouldered the responsibility for ensuring a vibrant, well resourced and remunerated teaching service. Now is your opportunity to join with them.

I ask you to take the opportunity to attend this first local IEU meeting for 2009, to join the union and to contribute to the teaching profession in the fullest possible way.

Yours sincerely

Gloria Taylor
Acting General Secretary
