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Education deserved a higher standard of debate  

and mature policy discussion this election     
 

The future of our nation’s schools and early childhood education services should be at the 

centre of the election campaign. Unfortunately, the limited references to education in 

policy debates rarely rose above teacher bashing and empty culture war sloganeering. 
 

Dedicated education professionals striving to deliver a high-quality education for their students 

condemned the divisive and ill-informed comments made by the leader of the opposition Peter 

Dutton earlier in the election campaign. Rather than learn from his mistake, Mr Dutton instead 

chose to double down on his attacks on teachers and school leaders. 
 

IEU members and their school communities deserved much better this election.  
 

The federal LNP opposition failed to engage with the core issues impacting the education system 

and teaching and learning in the classroom. The coalition instead resorted to glib media 

soundbites and Trump-like hyperbole to attack teacher autonomy and professional judgement.  
 

Thankfully not all political candidates succumbed to such cheap politics. 
 

The federal Labor government is to be commended for delivering 100% funding for all public 

schools while also ensuring long-term funding certainty for the non-government school sector.  
 

Historic improvements to early childhood education will also provide higher wages, more 

accessible education and a renewed focus on the not-for-profit community sector. The federal 

opposition has either rejected or refused to confirm support for these vital ECEC reforms.  
 

While teacher recruitment and retention remains a major challenge, the federal Labor 

government’s cuts to HECS debts combined with the introduction of paid teacher practicums are 

important steps to building a sustainable teacher workforce for future generations.  
 

IEU members have been major beneficiaries of three years of reforms to restore fairness to 

workplace laws and collective bargaining rights. The significance of new right to disconnect laws 

cannot be overstated in terms of the positive impact on quality education as teachers can better 

safeguard their professional and personal time and reduce the risk of career burnout.         
 

Teachers, school leaders and education professionals should not be political punching bags.  
 

All political candidates should be engaging with the profession to jointly develop a plan on how 

to attract, support and retain our next generation of teachers. Anything less is failing our 

students and failing our nation’s future.   
 

  

https://www.ieu.org.au/australias-education-unions-condemn-duttons-attack-on-teachers/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2025/apr/13/ten-things-we-learned-from-peter-duttons-speech-at-the-liberal-party-campaign-launch
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2025/apr/30/coalition-coy-on-curriculum-changes-despite-duttons-claims-of-student-indoctrination
https://www.ieu.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/IEU-Speaks-on-unions-winning-better-pay-in-long-day-care.pdf
https://www.education.gov.au/about-department/resources/building-early-education-fund
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/theparenthood/pages/4408/attachments/original/1744148199/Early_learning_scorecard.png?1744148199
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-11-02/students-to-be-slashed-by-20-per-cent/104553648
https://www.education.gov.au/higher-education/commonwealth-prac-payment
https://www.ieu.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/IEU-Speaks-on-bargaining-rights-and-3-May-federal-election.pdf
https://www.ieuvictas.org.au/news/the-right-to-disconnect-is-a-step-in-the-right-direction

